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GOALS OF THE WASHINGTON
STATE ACHIEVERS PROGRAM

Reduce �nancial barriers for 
talented low-income students who are 
motivated to attend college

Use nontraditional indicators other 
than GPA and standardized test scores 
to select scholarship recipients with the 
potential to earn four-year degrees

Develop a diverse cadre of college-
educated citizens and leaders

Increase college enrollment among 
all students from Achievers schools
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In today�s challenging global economy, students need the same skills and knowledge to 
thrive in the workplace as they do to succeed in college. To prepare young people for 
these increased demands, all high schools must commit to high expectations for every 
student, a personalized, supportive learning environment and an engaging curriculum 
relevant to students� lives. 

This is particularly critical in Washington state. Only about two-thirds of Washington 
students graduate from high school, and the state has one of the lowest four-year college 
entrance rates in the nation. Too many students who do go on to college are unprepared 
and need remedial courses when they begin. By supporting the redesign of 16 high 
schools, providing a college awareness curriculum in middle school, and giving scholar-
ships and support to high potential, low-income students, the Achievers Program aims to 
give students both the means to attend college and the academic foundation to do well 
once they are there. 

MAKING COLLEGE POSSIBLE

To demonstrate that traditionally underperforming students can graduate from high school 
prepared for college and work, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation worked with the   
Washington Education Foundation and its partners to launch the Washington State 
Achievers Scholarship Program in 16 high schools. Since its inception, the Achievers 
Program has embodied four central components:

High school redesign � redesign work that enables schools to emphasize a 
college preparatory curriculum for all students, delivered in small communities that ensure 
a supportive learning climate

Early college awareness in middle and high school � helping students and 
parents understand college opportunities and admission requirements

Scholarships � funding for students from the lowest third of family incomes in the state 

Mentoring � connecting students with college-educated adults from the community to 
support college goal-setting and planning

��Every student, regardless of ability to pay, deserves the chance to attend college. 

A college degree should not be a privilege. It should be a right for all students.

� BOB CRAVES, CEO AND PRESIDENT OF THE WASHINGTON EDUCATION FOUNDATION

A Bold Endeavor to Inspire High
Schools and Their Students
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In December of 2000, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation invited Washington state public 
high schools with high percentages of low-income students to learn more about the program. In 
March 2001, the foundation selected 16 high schools � representing the diverse cultures and 
broad geographic landscape of the state � to commit to a high school transformation process 
and qualify students for the Achievers Scholarship Program. The schools were selected because 
their leaders and teachers had the passion, talent and commitment to accomplish positive 
change. That year, the Washington Education Foundation awarded scholarships to 1,000 
juniors and seniors in those 16 high schools, creating the �rst two classes of the program.

Launching Achievers and High
School Reform in 16 High Schools
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ACHIEVERS HIGH SCHOOLS (number of Achievers scholars, 2001�2006)

1. Cleveland High School, Seattle (222)
2. Clover Park High School, Lakewood (317)
3. Davis High School, Yakima (332)
4. Foster High School, Tukwila (234)
5. Henry Foss High School, Tacoma (456)
6. Kent-Meridian High School, Kent (303)
7. Kittitas High School, Kittitas (75)
8. Lincoln High School, Tacoma (366)
9. Mabton High School, Mabton (88)
10. Mariner High School, Everett (366)
11. Mount Tahoma High School, Tacoma (333)
12. Stevenson High School, Stevenson (108)
13. Tonasket High School, Tonasket (182)
14. Truman High School, Federal Way (53)
15. West Valley High School, Spokane (240)
16. Yelm High School, Yelm (220)

Kendra McCord stands next to her best friend and 
roommate, Liz Lee. These two Achievers graduated from 
Henry Foss High School in 2002, and are now pursuing 
degrees in sociology. They have stuck together through high 
school and college, and today have nearly the same class 
schedule. Outside of school, Kendra works part time at the 
King County Jail tutoring inmates. Seventy-�ve percent of 
all inmates are high school dropouts and 80 percent have 
a reading level between the 3rd and 7th grades. Kendra 
is committed to reversing those statistics by helping others 
pursue their education despite great obstacles.
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Anthony is from a single parent 
household and has three younger 
brothers and a younger sister. While 
attending Lincoln High School, he 
worked numerous jobs to help his 
mother and contribute to the family 
income. When he applied to the 
Achievers Program his GPA was 1.94.

But Anthony also had one of the 
keys to college readiness in his life: a 
parent who encouraged him. When 
Anthony was in kindergarten his 
mother enrolled him in Kiddie College 
at Tacoma Community College. In 
elementary and middle school, he 
participated in the Kids Can Do 
program at the University of Puget 
Sound. His exposure to colleges and 
universities continued through the 
Access to College Initiative, and he 
spent a portion of his high school 
summers at Evergreen State Univer-
sity through Upward Bound.

The seeds of success were sown early 
on, yet the realities of Anthony�s 
life made the goal of college nearly 
impossible to attain. 

Despite his low GPA, Anthony began 
attending the University of Wash-
ington in 2001. He has grown into 
an activist, a poet and a leader. He�s 
recognized on his college campus 
as the black student commissioner 
in student government, and was 
president of the Black Student Union 
for two years. He was the student 
representative for the state Higher
Education Coordinating (HEC) Board. 
He has become an accomplished 
public speaker, winning international 
accolades. He emcees the Achievers 
College Experience (ACE) talent show 
and speaks at local high schools for 
the HERO Program. 

Despite dif�cult circumstances, 
Anthony has lived up to his potential 
and today he personi�es the foun-
dation�s belief that every student can 
succeed when given the help and 
support each of our kids deserves.

Anthony�s Story
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David Chang graduated from 
West Valley High School near 
Spokane as class valedictorian. 
In college he’s excelled at his 
studies, maintaining a 3.8 GPA 
while studying biochemistry. He
hopes to one day go to medical 
school to become an oncologist.


